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“ … at risk for an encounter with the Living God!” 

WORSHIP  

Whenever we gather for public worship, our desire is to put people at-risk for an encounter with 

the living God.  We can’t manipulate God and we won’t manipulate you.  But we can do all in our 

power to create an environment and provide an opportunity for that to happen: for God to speak to 

your heart, and for you to respond.  

We want worship at Salem to be, in a sense, a dangerous place.  There is always something at stake 

when we authentically worship God, because honoring God with the place in our lives that He 

alone rightly should have, means (first) that nothing else can have that spot; and (second) that, if 

something else does have that spot, then that has to change. 

Worship doesn’t just happen at 11:00 on Sunday morning (or at 9:30 on Sunday morning), or on 

Sunday for that matter.  It doesn’t always or only happen publicly.  It doesn’t always or only 

happen corporately. However, God has commanded us to honor the Sabbath day and to keep it 

holy.  The discipline of Sabbath keeping does matter.  Jesus rebuked the religious leaders of his day 

for being legalistic and judgmental about the Sabbath, saying: “God created the Sabbath for man, 

not man for the Sabbath.” And, of course, He is right.  But Isaiah gave wise counsel concerning the 

Sabbath that may be helpful as we obey God without becoming like those Jesus corrected.  He said: 

Keep the Sabbath day holy. Don't pursue your own interests on that day,                                                        

but enjoy the Sabbath and speak of it with delight as the LORD's holy day.                                                 

Honor the Sabbath in everything you do on that day, and don't follow your own desires or talk idly. 
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We worship at 11:00 in the Sanctuary.  It is a more 

traditional worship service which draws from a 

variety of traditions.  Sometimes the service is 

highly structured, with creeds, congregational 

prayers, and responsive readings; and, sometimes, 

it is less so.  Sometimes we wear robes (during the 

seasons of Advent and Lent, before Christmas and 

Easter, and on the major celebrations of Pentecost 

and World Communion Sunday).   

Charles Ingram, and our musicians & the choir, 

work hard to lead us musically in the Sanctuary.   

Volunteers serve as ushers and acolytes.  Volun-

teers greet and decorate.  Volunteers handle sound 

and media.  It takes work, and they do it because 

they love The Lord and love you!   

When I arrived at Salem, I introduced myself by 

talking about the Discipline of Expectation: com-

ing to worship expecting to hear from God: 

through the scripture, the sermon, a song or … 

something.  We structure our worship with that 

conviction in mind.  Between the sermon and our 

closing hymn, we invite and encourage one an-

other to respond prayerfully — in their pew or at 

the communion rail — to the message of the morn-

ing as Charles leads us.  We expect God to speak, 

so we make room and take time to respond! 

 

WEEKLY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

We worship at 9:30 at “The Bridge” in the Family 

Life Center.  It is a less traditional service in a very 

casual atmosphere.  Coffee and doughnuts are 

available  before the service as people gather and 

during the service.  There is conventional seating 

in front of the stage as well as seating around café 

tables around the room. 

Alex McGinnis and our band work hard each week 

to lead us musically at The Bridge.  Sometimes the 

music is powerful and energetic; sometimes it is 

meditative and prayerful.  It is always, itself, an 

act of worship which we pray will be inviting and 

helpful to others, drawing them, hopefully, into 

worshipping themselves.  

A team of volunteers manages sound and media. A 

team of volunteers decorates our space for wor-

ship.  A team of volunteers provides refreshments. 

It takes work, and they do it because they love The 

Lord and love you!   

The Bridge was launched with these principles in 

mind:  

Love God.  Love People.  Build Bridges 

Those are convictions embraced and proclaimed, 

not only at The Bridge, but throughout the church; 

convictions we hope you share! 

We worship weekly,  at two different times,  in two different places;     

but we are ONE church! 



Through each service, we seek to minister to peo-

ple in a worship environment that best meets 

them where they are.  One significant element of 

that is music (often thought of as the language of 

the heart).  We want to minister to people, when 

we can, through their heart-language.  That’s why 

we introduced the new worship service … and 

that’s why we will continue to offer both! 

Why do we do this?  Why do we do all this work?  

Why do so many of you do so much work?  For the 

same reason so many of us come: because God 

commanded us to honor the Sabbath Day.  It is a 

day for us to rest from our labors and to worship 

Him. 

 

 

When we gather for worship … we declare the 

worthiness of God. We lift up His name. We honor 

Him. We praise Him for who He is. We thank 

Him for what he has done.  And we do what he 

told us to do.  He said that if we would but lift up 

his name, he would draw people to himself. 

When we gather for worship … we practice the dis-

cipline of laying our lives before scripture and in-

viting God, through His word, to make whatever 

claim upon our lives he would make.  It is an act of 

humility. It is an act of faith. 

When we gather for worship … we celebrate.  We 

celebrate the sacrament of Communion. We cele-

brate the sacrament of Baptism.  We celebrate the 

goodness of God and the joy of new life in Christ, 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and fellowship of 

other believers; the miracle of the resurrection and 

the power of hope.  

When we gather for worship … we come expec-

tantly.  We embrace the discipline of expectation.  

We come believing that God will make himself 

known: through the reading, the preaching, and 

the hearing of his word; through the words of a 

song or a prayer; or through the embrace of an old 

friend, or the warm/welcoming smile of a new 

one. We come believing that God might want to do 

business with any one of us! 

And … when we gather for worship … we remem-

ber we’re all different: different people from differ-

ent places with different backgrounds and differ-

ent stories in different places on our faith journey.  

When we gather or worship everyone is welcome.  

When we gather for worship we seek to “meet peo-

ple where they are” AND “call one another for-

ward” into the life God has for us: places of for-

giveness and obedience, of guidance and grace, of 

hope and faith. 

Our worship is individual AND corporate.  One life 

at a time, we come to communion.  One life at a 

time experience the sacrament of baptism.  One 

life at a time we kneel at a place of prayer.  We do 

so individually … but in community.  Together, we 

celebrate the sacraments. Together, we proclaim 

our faith.  Together we renew the covenant.  To-

gether … we worship.  

WEEKLY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

"Keep the Sabbath day holy. Don't pursue 

your own interests on that day, but enjoy 

the Sabbath and speak of it with delight as 

the LORD's holy day.  

 

 

 

Honor the Sabbath in everything you do on 

that day, and don't follow your own desires 

or talk idly. 

Isiah 58:13 



ASH WEDNESDAY 

We gather in the sanctuary on Ash Wednesday at 

the beginning of Lent.   

 

As we look ahead to the Cross of Good Friday, it is 

an opportunity to reflect on our own mortality, to 

commit ourselves to season of self-denial and dis-

cipline, and to anticipate the Celebration of 

Easter.   

 

LENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK 

There are also special worship services during 

Holy Week (the week between Palm Sunday and 

Easter Sunday):    

 

Palm Sunday Night: Journey to the Cross 

Wednesday: Reflections on the Passover 

Maundy Thursday 

Good Friday 

Easter Sunrise 

 

THE JOURNEY TO THE CROSS 

On Palm Sunday night we present: “The Journey 

to the Cross”… a musical presentation that walks 

us through the events of that week in Jesus’ life; 

helping us resist the temptation of simply moving 

from the wave-crest of Palm Sunday to the wave-

crest of Easter Morning and leading into (and 

through) the hard places of that week.   

 

 

REFLECTIONS ON THE PASSOVER 

For several years we have offered a Seder-inspired 

worship service on Wednesday night, reflecting on 

the traditions of the Passover and built around a 

shared meal.   

 

SPECIAL SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

But, wait: What is “Lent” anyway? 

Oh … okay.                              

That makes sense, I guess. 

Lent is a season of preparation                        

in the calendar of the Christian Church        

prior to Easter.                                                      

It is a period of 40 days,                                  

not counting Sundays! 

The                             

Seder                       

Plate 



MAUNDY THURSDAY 

We offer a Maundy Thursday communion ser-

vice which focuses on Jesus’ final night with 

his closest friends: the night he washed their 

feet, instituted the sacrament of Holy Com-

munion, and commanded them once again to 

love!   

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

We offer a Good Friday service which leads us 

in prayerfully, powerfully, and painfully re-

flecting on the Cross of Christ.   

Thankfully, we do not come into Good Friday 

unaware of the Resurrection.  We are resurrec-

tion people!   

Some people, understandably wonder why we 

call it “Good Friday.”  They think: “What was 

so good about it? It seems terrible!” 

It was terrible; and He did it willingly.  He did 

it out of love. The scriptures say: “For the joy 

set before Him, he endured the cross.”  That 

joy is you and me, and our salvation. That’s 

what’s so good! 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

We also offer an Easter morning sun-rise service 

where we proclaim the faith as we meet the 

dawn, outside in the chill of the morning, before 

sharing breakfast together.  

Our sunrise service is a celebration of the resur-

rection.  Jesus is alive. He has over come the 

grave.  Our sins are forgiven. New life is possible. 

That’s the Easter joy! 

 

The service concludes with a celebration of Holy 

Communion.  The atoning sacrifice of Good Fri-

day and the hope of our forgiveness and recon-

ciliation  is realized in the reality of the resurrec-

tion.  His final meal with his friends is our first 

meal on this glorious day! 

SPECIAL SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 



HANGING OF THE GREENS                           

& LOVE LIGHTS  

We gather in the evening on the first 

Sunday of Advent for our “Hanging of 

the Greens” and our “Love Lights” Ser-

vice, led respectively by our youth and 

the United Methodist Women, during 

which we decorate the sanctuary and re-

member our loved ones.   

During the “Hanging of the Greens” our 

youth remind us of the history behind 

the traditional ways in which Christians 

have decorated their homes and places of 

worship for generations. 

During the “Love Lights” portion of the 

service, the ladies of Salem’s United 

Methodist Women read the names and 

light candles in memory of individuals 

who have died in the last year. 

The evening concludes as we step into the 

cool of the night and illuminate the front of 

the church for Christmas! 

After worship, refreshments are served be-

hind the Sanctuary in the Choir Suite (the 

Old Fellowship Hall) 

 

ADVENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wait!                  

Slow down:                           

“What is Advent?” 

SPECIAL SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

Advent is a season on the calen-

dar of the Christian church.           

It encompasses the four Sundays         

prior to Christmas                                      

up through Christmas Eve.                          

It is a time of expectant waiting            

and spiritual preparation! 

Hmmmmm. 

Okay! 



COMING HOME                                          

FOR A SALEM CHRISTMAS 

On the evening of the second Sunday of Ad-

vent, we gather in the Family Life Center for 

our “Coming Home for a Salem Christmas” 

celebration: an evening filled with songs and 

sounds of the season.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We sing old songs  and new.  We sing sacred 

carols and secular favorites.  We hear from in-

dividuals and groups.; including our children. 

 And we honor God with our joy.  It is definitely 

a different kind of worship gathering, but it is 

one you won’t want to miss! 

There is food and fellowship, laughter and joy! 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 

We gather, annually, on December 21st for our 

Longest Night Service: a service of worship geared 

to the needs of the many in our midst who find 

themselves grieving during the holidays.   

Every Christmas is somebody’s “first Christmas” 

without someone.  For others it may be the sec-

ond, fifth, or tenth; perhaps many, many more. 

Yet the grief persists.  It can be fleeting or it can be 

pervasive; and made all the more awkward (and 

painful) because we are supposed to be so happy 

this time of year! For some the source of grief is an 

inability to make Christmas all that their children 

dream it might be or an inability to be with some-

one during the holidays.  It could be a strained or 

unreconciled relationship.  The reasons are myr-

iad, but the pain is real. 

We take seriously one another’s hurts, proclaim 

the good news, and remember the truth … that the 

long, cold nights – though hard – do get shorter 

from here.   

CHRISTMAS EVE 

We gather in the sanctuary for Christmas Eve for 

our Candlelight Communion Service.   

SPECIAL SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 



PRAYER SERVICES 

Three times a year, the church gathers for a Family 

Night Supper.  In January, we host our annual 

Chili Cook-Off.  In April, we gather on the first 

Sunday of World Outreach Week for pulled pork 

barbecue and whatever sides folks want to bring. 

In August, as we kick-off a new school year, we 

have a church-wide summer picnic with hamburg-

ers and hotdogs, and all the “fixin’s.” 

Once we’ve had a chance to enjoy a wonderful meal 

together, we transition  from a time of fellowship 

around the tables to a time of prayer before the 

cross. 

 

 

In August, we spend time praying for our children, 

their parents, the schools, and the  various leaders 

who will influence, guide, teach, protect, and serve 

our kids (teachers, administrators,  and staff). 

In January, we pray for  the leadership of the 

church and our witness in the world, as we each 

seek to find our fit and play our part . 

In April, as part of our week-long celebration of 

World Outreach week, we focus our prayers on a 

specific need or opportunity, often with the assis-

tance of a guest speaker with expertise and experi-

ence on the area upon which we’ve chosen to focus  

that year. 

DAYS OF PRAYER 

National Day of Prayer 

Salem has a long tradition of observing the Na-

tional Day of Prayer (the first Thursday in May) in 

various ways. Across the years.  We hope you will 

mark that date on your calendar and plan both to 

pray on your own for our nation, our leaders, and 

our people, and to join us at the church as we ob-

serve this day together!  

 

 

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 

Church 

Each fall, on either the first or second Sunday  in 

November (or both), Christians and churches 

around the world pray for the persecuted church 

worldwide.  Although hard to believe, Christian 

populations around the world still live under re-

strictions, worship underground, suffer harass-

ment and violence (even torture) and are mar-

tyred.  In First Corinthians 12:26, Paul — teaching 

about the Body of Christ — wrote: “If one part suf-

fers, every part suffers with it.” Pray ! 

SPECIAL SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 



FALL REVIVAL 

On the Second Sunday in September, once people 

are back from Labor Day Weekend and have set-

tled (or are settling) into the rhythms of the fall, 

we invite the church and the community to par-

ticipate in a time of renewal that includes both 

services on Sunday morning and services Monday 

through Wednesday evenings. 

The experience of being spiritually revived is not 

something that can be engineered, much less 

scheduled.  I think we all know that.  The Spirit of 

God does not move on a schedule or on demand.  

However, trusting that God has a greater desire to 

make himself known to us than we sometimes  

have a desire to know more of Him, we can set 

aside time and prepare our hearts seeking re-

newal. 

 

Our hope is that, as fall approaches (and we long 

for cooler  so that we can enjoy the warmth of a 

fire), we will find ourselves on fire once again, 

with a faith rekindled and a passionate desire to 

serve, reach, and love people in Jesus’ name. 

 

Begin praying now! 

Plan to come! 

EXTENDED COMMUNION 

Twice a year, and at other times upon request, our 

church extends communion to people in our con-

gregation and community who are unable to be in 

church to celebrate the sacrament with us: on 

World Communion Sunday at the beginning of 

October and on Palm Sunday at the beginning of 

Holy Week. 

 

On World Communion Sunday, the elements are 

consecrated during the worship service  as part of 

our corporate congregational celebration of the 

sacrament and are taken by teams of volunteers to 

homes, hospitals, and care facilities throughout 

the area. 

On Palm Sunday, since we do not normally cele-

brate the sacrament in corporate worship that 

morning, our teams of volunteers gather in the 

prayer chapel at 12:15, after our morning worship 

services, for a special service of Holy Communion, 

after which they depart to extend communion to 

those unable to be in worship 

Throughout the year, by request, arrangements 

can be made  to make the sacrament available to 

those who desire it. 

SPECIAL SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 



In the United Methodist Church, the pastor is ulti-

mately responsible for the worship life of each lo-

cal church.  Here at Salem, the “pastor-in-charge” 

is the Rev. Joe Peabody, jr.  He and his wife, Alli-

son, moved here with their two boys — Parker (15) 

and Ashton (13) — in the summer of 2012.  They 

have just entered their fifth year with us. 

Joe is our primary preacher.  When vacation  

times arrive or other mission & ministry opportu-

nities take him out of the pulpit, he has capable 

preachers on whom he can rely in his absence. 

Joe ‘s undergraduate degree is from Emory Col-

lege of Emory University where he earned a 

Bachelor of Arts, double majoring in Philosophy 

and Religion.  His graduate degree is from the 

Candler School of Theology at Emory University 

where he earned his Master of Divinity. 

Joe served as a youth pastor for more than a dec-

ade prior to serving under episcopal appointment.  

He loves sports, sailing, adventure photography, 

spicy food, St. Simons Island, Indian Springs Holi-

ness Camp Meeting, his grills, and preaching. 

At Salem, our pastor (like the vast majority of pas-

tors) is dependent on volunteers.  At present, two 

of those key volunteers are Charles Ingram and 

Alex McGinnis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few years ago, Salem found herself without a 

Music Director.  Attendance, giving, and member-

ship had been in decline and the church made the 

painful decision, initially, to reduce salaries and, 

eventually, to eliminate them altogether for a 

number of positions. 

Charles had begun attending Salem and volun-

teered his services.  He has tremendous musical 

talent, is spiritually gifted to lead in congrega-

tional worship,  is skilled as an arranger and direc-

tor, and is a man of deep faith.  We are incredibly 

blessed to have him as part of our team here at 

Salem.  He leads the congregational singing, di-

rects the choir, ensembles, and musicians, and 

guides the prayer time at the close of each 11:00 

service.  [Charles is married to Anna.] 

Alex leads worship at The Bridge (9:30). He, too, 

has tremendous talent and training. And he, like 

Charles, is not compensated by the church.  Re-

sponding to God’s call to enter the ministry, Alex 

began serving as our worship leader at the launch 

of The Bridge.  Since then he has entered semi-

nary, completed his first year, and is now serving 

at Salem as an academic intern.  [Alex is married 

to Jessica.] 

THE WORSHIP TEAM 



THE BAND @ 9:30 

The musicians in the worship band for The Bridge 

are all volunteers. 

Alex is the lead vocalist with the band,; usually 

with a guitar in his hands, but occasionally a sax 

(or even a banjitar and clarinet).  He also subs on 

bass or keys if needed. 

This year, during his academic internship, Eric 

Patterson has joined the band, where he plays 

keys, bass (when needed), and — we are told — 

drums (if necessary). 

Carol Rodock sings, often plays keys, and occa-

sionally plays glockenspiel.   

Mike Rodock plays electric guitar most Sundays.  

He also plays acoustic guitar, mandolin, ukulele, 

and — we hope someday soon — violin (fiddle). 

Kevin Kelley is our bass player, except when he’s 

traveling 

Jonah Miller plays electric guitar (or whatever 

we need him to do). 

Jessica McGinnis is a percussionist who plays 

with us a times. 

Andy Peabody sometimes sits in for Alex when 

he is away; singing and playing acoustic guitar. 

 

THE MUSICIANS @ 11:00 

The musicians at the 11:00 traditional service are 

volunteers as well; though, at one time, they were 

compensated.  Hopefully that will be true again 

soon.   

Linda Schell is our Organist.  She also plays pi-

ano from time to time. 

Pat Daniel is our pianist. 

Bryan Dobbs subs for Linda on the organ. 

Charles also accompanies the choir on his key-

board from time to time. 

THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Carol Standard is the chair of our Worship Com-

mittee.  At a time in the church’s history when the 

position of “Assistant Pastor” was a compensated 

position on staff, Carol was appointed to Salem  as 

a part-time Licensed Local Pastor.  Though no 

longer financially compensated, Carol has main-

tained her devotion to Christ and this branch of 

His church, remaining on staff at Salem 

(uncompensated). 

The worship life of Salem United Methodist 

Church is dependent on the support and coordina-

tion of our volunteers. 

 

Communion Stewards 

We celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion  

frequently, often (but not always or only) on the 

first Sunday of the month. Whenever we do cele-

brate the sacrament, we have volunteers who pre-

pare the table for us. 

Communion Servers 

Members of the congregation often serve com-

munion along with our ministers. 

Acolytes 

We hope that soon we will again have acolytes as-

sisting in the 11:00 service on the Sundays we 

celebrate communion and on other special Sun-

days. 

Ushers 

Our ushers play a vital role as they welcome 

guests, assist newcomers and those with specific 

needs, collect the offering, and guide us during 

communion. 

Worship Decorations 

We also have fabulous volunteers who assist  in 

decorating our worship space: for Advent and 

Christmas, for other holidays, and for various spe-

THE WORSHIP TEAM  



 

Salem United Methodist Church 

Covington, Georgia 
 

 

 

Everything a Simple Country Church Should Be! 

More than You Ever Thought One Could Be! 

 

 

Mission: to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ  

for the Transformation of the World. 

 

 

Vision: to Know Christ and Make Him Known  

to our Neighbors, the Nations, and the Next Generation 

 

 

 

 

 

 


