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“ Doing Life Together Deeply” 

COMMUNITY 

In First Thessalonians 2:8, Paul wrote: 

 “So great was our love for you that we desired to share not only the gospel of God, but our 

 lives as well; you had become so dear to us.” 

The church of Jesus Christ (at her best), including the congregation here at Salem United 

Methodist Church (at her best), seeks to cultivate an ethic of life investment.  John Wesley himself 

said that there is no holiness but social holiness.  Our journey into holiness (into sharing God’s 

character) happens in community; not in isolation. Relationships are the crucible of Christian 

discipleship. It is in the context of relationships that most “real” life- change happens!  And we try 

to take that idea seriously as we plan and execute the ministries here at Salem.  Our goal is to be the 

church at her best: a place where it really is possible to do life together … deeply! 

The CHURCH does not exist for the sake of those who are already here; but … we are committed to 

the principle of DISCIPLESHIP and the practice of COMMUNITY.   

Through effective discipleship, we cultivate lives and hearts likened to that of Jesus, which orients 

us away from our own narrow interests and toward the needs of the world He came to redeem (in 

every sense of that word). 

In meaningful community, we cultivate a “life together” into which Christ can call others … out of 

the world, so that they may be loved and healed, formed and transformed, so that they can be sent 

back into the world for which Christ died. 
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CARE … 

At the heart of Christ’s teaching ministry is the 

mandate to love.  It is our love of neighbor 

(including our love for others within the church) 

that identifies us as disciples of Jesus.  Tertullian, 

a Bishop in the early church, wrote of Christians 

from the perspective of the pagan culture in his 

day:  “See how they love one another!” … was their 

refrain.  

That love both compels us to reach-out beyond the 

church AND characterizes our life together within 

the church; at least it should, and it DOES when 

we are at our best. 

One of the most basic and fundamental ways we 

express our love to one another and for one an-

other is to recognize and respond to needs.   This is 

the other part of what Koinonia means: structures 

of care and concern.  It is, as a friend once put it: a 

mutual up-building of the whole.   

Bear one another’s burdens,                                    

and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

 

KOINONIA: FELLOWSHIP & CARE 

The Greek word most often translated as 

“fellowship” is the word “koinonia.”  The word, 

however, means more than what we typically 

think of as fellowship.  The meaning of the word 

includes that, but also  includes dimensions we 

may not always thin of as fellowship: specifically, 

structures of care and concern. 

FELLOWSHIP ... 

Sometimes we think of “fellowship” opportunities 

as purely social events: a golf outing, a softball 

league, a bridge club, a quilting group.  There’s 

nothing wrong, and often much that’s quite good, 

with people who have a mutual interest spending 

time together. 

It can be an opportunity for life investment; and a 

chance to get to know one another more deeply.  It 

can be an opportunity for life-on-life sharing: en-

couraging one another, growing one another, and 

bearing witness to one another. It can also be an 

opportunity to meet our neighbors make new 

friends, and engage with people who may not be 

people of faith or active in a church in a context 

which eventually opens doors to  important con-

versations. 

We are bound for God’s good future:                                                              

Together! 

CARECARE  



Sunday Morning 

Every Sunday morning, in the Family Life Center, 

volunteers prepare coffee and light refreshments 

as people gather for worship and Sunday school. 

We want the church to be warm and welcoming 

place for all who come, especially for families with 

little ones.   

We get it. The struggle is real! Feeding, clothing, 

and “wrangling the whole family in a quest to 

make it to church” can be quite a challenge.   

So, if families have to choose, we want to them to 

choose … first, to come … and, second, to come 

clothed.  And if you run out of time … we’ll have 

something ready for you here! 

Taste and See that the Lord is Good! 

Wednesday Evening 

On Wednesday evenings, when our mid-week 

studies are in session, the church prepares a fel-

lowship meal that is served between 5:30 and 

6:30.  We ask for donations.  We suggest $5.00.  

And we don’t worry about it.  

We say a blessing at 5:30 for those already present 

and, later, after updating announcements and 

sharing various joys and concerns, we offer a 

Prayer of Thanksgiving as we adjourn to our stud-

ies. 

  

TABLE FELLOWSHIP 



Youth Snack Supper 

Most Sunday nights, the youth gather at the 

church from 5 to 7 … and that includes a snack 

supper … most often provided by parents or youth 

volunteers.  If that’s something you or your Sun-

day school class would like to provide one evening 

(either by preparing & serving it OR by simply 

funding it), your support and kindness would be 

welcome! 

“Second Sunday Night” Worship 

Prior to our monthly “Second Sunday Night” 

worship services, we invite folks to bring snacks, 

light refreshments, or something heartier (if they 

prefer) to enjoy together AS PEOPLE GATHER 

for worship.  This gathering time is an opportu-

nity for table fellowship before the service starts. 

TABLE FELLOWSHIP:  



In addition to these regular opportunities for table 

fellowship, there are also SPECIAL MEALS  on 

special occasions which take place across the year.   

Each January, the church hosts our State of the 

Church Dinner. It is an opportunity to celebrate 

the successes of the previous year, to confront the 

challenges which lie ahead, and to look down the 

road into God’s good future for us. 

 

In February, the United Methodist Men host a 

Valentines Banquet in the Family Life Center, pro-

viding a great evening of good food with good 

friends. 

Each July, on Camp Meeting Sunday, the United 

Methodist Men and United Methodist Women 

partner in providing breakfast feast for the whole 

church as we enjoy a unique time of worship with 

a special guest speaker before adjourning to the 

tabernacle for worship. 

The Varsity will be here as we “Celebrate Our Com-

mitment” at the close of our stewardship emphasis 

this fall. We know different people give for different 

reasons in different ways, but THAT WE CHOOSE 

to give – in response to God’s love for us and in ex-

pectation of what God will enable us to accomplish 

with it – is something worth celebrating. 

Last year, Veteran’s Day fell on a Wednesday and 

we hosted a Veteran’s Dinner that evening.  This 

year, Veteran’s Day falls on a Friday and we will be 

hosting a Veteran’s Luncheon at the church at 

noon. 

TABLE FELLOWSHIP 



Many of our FUNDRAISERS take place around 

the table:  

 

our mission lunches … 

 

 

the Taste of Salem …   

 

our church barbecues … 

 

 

and the UMW’s soup and sandwich lunch.  

 

Each is an opportunity to support a worthy cause! 

And each is an opportunity for us to work together 

and eat together … doing life together … deeply … 

we hope! 

TABLE FELLOWSHIP 



Some of the most important time we spend around 

the table together happens at our FAMILY NIGHT 

SUPPERS. 

Our Winter “Family Night Supper” is a Chili Cook-

Off.  It is a friendly competition (most of the time) 

and a great time for everyone!  

 

Our Spring “Family Night Supper” is the first Sun-

day evening of World Outreach Week.  The church 

provides smoked “Boston Butt” pulled-pork barbe-

cue … and we invite the congregation to bring the 

rest in “good-old United Methodist Church covered

-dish-supper” fashion.  Bring sides.  Bring addi-

tional entrees. Bring desserts.  Or don’t bring any-

thing at all for the table; but bring your appetite. 

 

Our End-of-Summer “Family Night Supper” is a 

back-to-school event.  The meal is an end-of-

summer picnic themed cook-out with Hot Dogs 

and Hamburgers and all that goes with it! 

 

After each of these opportunities for table fellow-

ship, the evening concludes with prayer services 

with specific emphases: (in January) the church’s 

vision and leadership for the coming year, (in 

April) our outreach ministries, and (in August) the 

children, the parents, and the faculty, administra-

tion, and staff who are renewing their school-year 

rhythms. 

 

Prayer changes things! 

 

TABLE FELLOWSHIP 



NURSERY 

One of the most basic and fundamental ways we 

express our love to one another and for one an-

other is to recognize and respond to needs.   

We do that through our NURSERY: we surround 

with Christian love the children of this church and 

community.  It is a ministry to both child and 

family, and we are honored to receive your child 

into our care. 

 

The nursery is staffed by paid nursery workers 

who are assisted by volunteers.  The nursery is 

available on Sunday mornings, on Wednesday 

evenings, and during special events.    

“Let the little children come to me, do nt hinder 

them, for the kingdom belongs to such as these.” 

PRAYER 

Prayer is another way we recognize and respond to 

needs.  The Bible teaches that we should pray for 

one another.  For many people of faith who believe 

in the power of prayer, a genuine concern for one 

another compels us to pray for one another.   

 

PRAYER CARDS are available in both worship 

services on Sunday morning and in both worship 

spaces throughout the week.  Any prayer concerns 

that are not shared in confidence are the focus of 

the staff’s prayer time at the beginning of its 

weekly staff meeting on Monday afternoon.  Each 

week, some of those prayer requests (and others 

we learn about in other ways) trigger cards FROM 

the staff that we pray will be a source of encour-

agement and a reminder of how much we love 

you!  The same list that the staff receives every 

Monday afternoon is updated throughout the week 

and included in the worship bulletin every Sunday 

morning, so that we can be praying for one an-

other. 

Once upon a time, Salem had a group who met on 

Wednesdays to pray for the church and our com-

munity, including whatever non-confidential 

prayer concerns the church office had received.  I 

am hoping that that is something some of us can 

do again, so I invite you to join me for prayer at 

10:30 in the Prayer Chapel on Wednesday morn-

ings.  If we discover that another time or setting 

RECOGNIZING AND RESPONDING TO NEEDS 



Our CARE for one another finds expression in a 

number of ways, in addition to prayer. 

The NUTURE COMMITTEE has taken respon-

sibility for providing special care for members of 

our congregation who are unable to be with us in 

worship.  Phrases like shut-in or home-bound 

don’t always communicate effectively.  The com-

mittee visits, and remembers with concrete acts of 

love throughout the year, members of our church 

family in a variety of circumstances.   

Some do rarely leave their home.  Others are in 

care facilities of one kind or another: assisted liv-

ing, nursing care, or memory care; even rehabili-

tation.  Some ARE able to get around but AREN’T 

able to stay throughout a Sunday school class or a 

worship service, and have found themselves at-

tending less and less.   

It is not enough (nor, in fact, accurate) to say that 

the goal of the Nurture Committee is to make sure 

no one feels forgotten.  Their goal is far greater: to 

help people know that they are remembered and 

loved – by God and by us!  As the Body of Christ: 

if one part suffers, the whole body suffers. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY is a ministry of Christian 

care-giving by trained volunteers.  It is not coun-

seling or therapy. It is care: Christian care-giving 

by individuals with 50 hours of training in listen-

ing and caregiving skills for ministry.  Salem has a 

number of trained Stephen Ministers and they are 

available to you and to the community.   

The first step in having a Stephen Minister as-

signed to you is a conversation with the pastor.  

We will not assign anyone to you unless YOU re-

quest it, because it has to be something YOU want 

and are ready to have. 

CARING MINISTRIES 



The church believes it has a special role to play at 

significant turning points in life: marriage … or 

the birth of a child … or an infant’s (or child’s, or 

adult’s) baptism.  These are sacred events and we 

value them.  Part of “life together” is sharing these 

important milestones as a church family.  Wed-

dings.  Baby Showers.  Baptisms.  These are part 

of what “life together” in the Body of Christ is all 

about. 

“Doing Life Together Deeply” also means walking 

through life’s hard roads, both together and well.  

There is no single blueprint to how life will end, 

how a family will want or need to handle things, or 

how a Christian or the church can or should re-

spond.  Paul once prayed that those he loved in the 

church might discover that their love for one an-

other would “abound more and more in knowl-

edge and depth of insight.”  That means that our 

love for one another can get better and better. 

When the time comes to celebrate the life of a 

loved one, THAT is the church’s highest priority.  

All other church activities and commitments yield 

to the needs of that family (which is our family).  

When members of our church family experience 

loss, our BEREAVEMENT TEAM goes to work.  

Several squads (in rotation and in concert) offer to 

provide food for the bereaved family, either at the 

church (before or after the service) or at home (at 

the convenience of the family).   

LIFE’S MILESTONES 



Doing life together deeply can be helpful and 

hopeful, encouraging and comforting … the very 

best that the Christian life offers!  It can also be 

uncomfortable and challenging at times, because 

true community invites vulnerability.  If we genu-

inely want to become more like Christ, we must 

find people who we trust enough to tell us the 

truth about ourselves The Book of Hebrews talks 

about provoking one another to love and good 

deeds. The Book of Proverbs says the wounds of a 

friend can be trusted.  We must also find people 

we trust enough for us to tell the truth about our-

selves.  The Bible talks about confessing our sins 

one to another. Small groups are one place rela-

tionships like that can be found or built; and nur-

tured. 

During LENT we will be experimenting with small 

group experiences on Wednesday nights and en-

courage you to begin planning now to join with us 

then! 

John Wesley was a man of great theological in-

sight.  His understanding of God’s GRACE is a gift 

to the church and part of our rich inheritance.  He 

was a man of great passion; a passion for holiness, 

especially.  His heart for holiness found expression 

in works of piety (inward holiness) and works of 

mercy (outward holiness).  Again: a great gift to 

the church and part of our unique inheritance.  

But … an aspect of John Wesley’s genius (that is 

often overlooked) is the way in which he organized 

people. 

He understood the significance of accountability.  

He recognized the importance of relationships.  So 

he leveraged the power of small groups 

(accountable relationships) for life change AND 

community care. Relationships are the crucible of 

Christian discipleship.  It is in the context of au-

thentic, accountable relationships that the most 

and deepest life-change happens.  And it is in the 

context of those same kinds of relationships that 

the best and most effective CARE takes place. 

At Salem, we have been working for quite a while 

on the best way to leverage some of those same 

insights in our life together, here and now.  We are 

creating what we are calling WESLEYAN STEW-

ARDS.  We are dividing the congregation into 

groups of no more than 5 family units and no 

more than 15 individual people.  We are asking the 

leader of each group to address the following 

questions each week pertaining to their group: 

 

Who was here for worship on Sunday? 

 

Who wasn’t? 

 

Why weren’t they?  

(maybe you already know,                                          

or maybe you need to make a phone call) 

 

Does the reason they were out                     

require a response from the group leader 

or the group?  

(a phone call? a get well card?) 

 

Does the reason they were out                     

require a response from the pastor?  

(Call? Visit? Something more?) 

 

No system is perfect.  This one certainly won’t be 

as it rolls out.  We will revise and tweak it along 

the way.  We may even restructure it or reconsider 

it altogether at some point; but we’re going to give 

it a try. 

If you’re willing to help make this happen, please 

contact the pastor!  We need your help. We need 

your cooperation.  We need your prayers! 

WESLEYAN STEWARDS: DISCIPLESHIP IN COMMUNITY 



 

Salem United Methodist Church 

Covington, Georgia 
 

 

 

Everything a Simple Country Church Should Be! 

More than You Ever Thought One Could Be! 

 

 

Mission: to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ  

for the Transformation of the World. 

 

 

Vision: to Know Christ and Make Him Known  

to our Neighbors, the Nations, and the Next Generation 

 

 

 

 

 

 


