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Pastor’s Reflections

We can see this in the first three verses of 1 Corinthians 13 which is better known as the
“Love Chapter.” Usually when most people hear this chapter being read, it is being read at a
wedding, and even then, verses 4-8 are the only verses read and explained. But the first three
verses set the table for verses 4 through 8 to be understood. Let’s look at the first verse, “If I
speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or
a clanging cymbal.”

 Announcements

Those Who Serve Us

January 30, 2019

Somewhere back in my high school days, I was told that two of the smallest
words in the English language were also two of the biggest words. The words are “if” and
“but.” What makes the words so big is that they can have the power to change the whole
meaning of a sentence simply by the way they are used.

Of interest

Anniversaries
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Paul wrote that even if he could speak the most spiritual words there were, but spoke
them without the intent of love, then all he was doing was making a bunch of noise. Paul then
proceeded to give three more examples of him possibly doing great spiritual deeds but not
doing them with the intent of love. And when those deeds were accomplished but done
without love, they were of no consequence to anyone, either the one offering the deed or the
recipient of the deed.
Now what would cause these so-called spiritual deeds to be worth nothing? The answer is
found in the translation of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians from the Koine Greek to the English
language of today. Paul’s use of the word love is defined as the “agape” love of God, which is
contrary to the way we use the word love today. The agape love of God is the purest form of
love found in the universe today. My favorite definition describes agape love as a selfless,
unconditional love that is offered to all people with nothing expected in return. So, when Paul
wrote about speaking great spiritual words but doing it without the selfless, unconditional love
of God, we can see how those spiritual words would indeed be worth nothing.
As we approach Valentines’ Day in the next couple of weeks, we will be bombarded
with many different definitions of how the world today defines love, through the use of ads
found in all forms of media. May all of us be able to set aside the ads and memories of these
ads and be able to focus on the wonderful, grace-filled definition of the love of God found
through God’s Son, Jesus Christ. For when we are able to do that, our words and actions
become more than just “deeds;” they become something that God can use to bring our world
a little bit closer to being “on earth as it is in heaven.”
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Salem Valentine Dinner
When: Saturday, February 16
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Where: Family Life Center
Come and join us for an informal evening of fun and
fellowship.
This will be a catered meal by Master’s Table.
The cost of the meal is $10.00 per person
Parmesan Chicken, Beef Tips
Green Beans, New Red Potatoes
Squash Casserole & Rice
Layered Salad & Fresh Fruit Salad
Desserts—Chocolate Delight & Banana Pudding
Rolls & Drinks
Reservation Deadline is Wednesday, February 13

Philippines Mission Trip
Carol Standard will be leaving on a mission trip to the
Philippines on Feb. 11. Here are some ways you can
become involved. There is a tutoring ministry for
students and parents must attend a Bible study.
Churches are being formed from this ministry. Your
contribution might buy curriculum, snacks, or provide
materials for an emerging church. Missionaries are
being trained at a college extension next to Barry &
Lilia's home. Your support would help build dormitories
for these future missionaries. I covet your prayers also.

Wednesday Night Supper &
Bible Study
5:30 & 6:15 p.m.
There will be a light dinner served at 5:30 in the Family
Life Center and we will start our Bible Study at 6:15 in
the Seekers Room. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact Pastor Dan.
FEBRUARY IS
“LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR MONTH”
The Mission Committee would like for everyone to
bring items for the food barrels. Each week we will
concentrate on a different food item.
Sunday, Feb. 3—Cereal Boxes
Sunday, Feb. 10—Cans of Soup
Sunday, Feb. 17—Cans of Pasta with Meat (ravioli,
spaghetti, spaghettios and mac and cheese.
Sunday, Feb. 24—Your favorite non perishable item
Be sure to look for “Buy One Get One” Free items at
Publix and Ingles. There will be a table set up in the
Sanctuary and one in the FLC to place your food items.

During Lent (March 6 – April 21) we
will have the opportunity to partner
with Epiphany Lutheran Church to
give a gift to the women at the
Abused Women’s Shelter in Conyers. We will be
making 6 bags. Each bag will include ladies pajamas,
towels, washcloths, and gift cards. A sign up sheet will
be placed on the table in the Bridge Service and behind
the sanctuary in the near future for you to record what
items you bought. You may leave your items in the
church office or give to Carol Standard.

Flower Calendar
The flower calendar for 2019 is now
available. The calendar is in the church office. The
calendar is also available for you to sign up on our
website, www.salemumc.org. We need to fill up
February & March & April. Only one Sunday in each
month has been taken.

Children’s Valentine Party
The Children will have a Valentine
Party during the Sunday School hour
on Sunday, February 10. Bring Valentine’s to share
with your friends.

S A LE M S I G NA L
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News
United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF) welcomes
all youth from 6th – 12th grades. UMYF meets during the
school year in the Choir Suite. The schedule will be
determined for the rest of the school year at the
upcoming Parent Meeting on Feb. 3.

Volunteers are needed to provide a light supper during
UMYF, lead games or help with lesson (curriculum provided).
Please contact Carol Rodock or the office if you are able to
volunteer. Thank you to all the volunteers who provide
suppers, help with games and teach our youth!!!

Parent Meeting: Feb. 3 at 5:00 in Choir Suite. Parents
and other interested adults in the youth ministry at
Salem are invited to meet with Pastor Dan. The meeting
will last no more than an hour. There will be no regular
UMYF this evening. Schedule of future meetings TBD.

Mark Your Calendars:
Feb. 3 - Parent Meeting with Pastor Dan; 5-6 Choir Suite
Feb. 16 – Valentine’s Dinner; Youth needed to help serve

Salem Congregation – We have the opportunity to provide meals for Andy and Joe, Sr., during Andy’s
chemo treatments As many of us have experienced this, we know how much a prepared meal can mean
to a family. We would like to be able to get meals to the Peabody’s every Wednesday and Saturday. I
asked Andy to provide the specifics below. Thank you in advance for sharing Jesus’ love through food.
Meals for Peabody’s
Calendar dates available Feb. 6—March 6th Wednesday and Saturday delivery
House: Irwin Place Subdivision 1272 Jimson Circle, SE, Conyers, GA. We would love to receive food items packaged in a manner that
makes storing leftovers and/or reheating easy. Please be sure to let Anita know if you deliver in a container that needs to be returned to
you.
Where to leave meal:
Someone should be home to answer the front doorbell from 6-7pm., but if not, please leave meals in a closed container inside the blue
cooler on the front porch. Sign up by contacting Anita Anderson by email (anitawanderson@comcast.net) phone or text message (770316-0166) and she will get you signed up on the CaringBridge Calendar. If you want to prepare a meal but cannot deliver, please let Anita
know and arrangements will be made.
Andy is no longer on a liquid only diet, much to his relief! He is able to eat most cooked foods at this point - i.e. only very hard/crunchy
foods and uncooked vegetables like raw cauliflower or broccoli are still definitely out - and is doing his best to consume a balanced mix of
vegetables, fruits, and proteins every day. Some of his favorite veggies include butter beans, baby lima beans, sweet peas, black-eyed
peas, crowder peas, field peas, green beans, broccoli, carrots, succotash, corn, zucchini, yellow squash, white onions, collards and turnip
greens. His favorite fruits are canned pears, peaches, or mixed fruits (in natural juices) or fresh pineapple. He eats chicken, pork, beef, fish,
and other seafood. He is a big fan of dishes with tomato/marinara sauce and is not afraid of spicy foods! He likes cheeses, including sharp
cheddar, colby jack, monterey jack, and pepper jack in particular. His favorite seasonings include ginger, basil, lemon pepper and roasted
red peppers to name a few. NOTE: The doctors want him to consume a low-sodium and low-carbohydrate diet, so we are trying to avoid
eating vegetables that have been preserved through canning. Any way we can minimize added salt is helpful. THANKS!

Stewardship News
Annual Operating &
Building Budget
$338,839
$28,237—Required Monthly

Average Weekly Attendance

104—January

Total received in:
$23,559—January

$539,965—Family Life Center Loan
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February Birthdays
February 1
Tom Anderson
Anna Ingram
February 4
Paul Parker
February 5
Diane Hampton
Alice Underwood
February 7
Diana Saltzgiver
Brandon Turner
February 8
Sybil Knox
February 9
Ginger Bloodworth
Weston Barnette
Gary Truitt
February 10
Josh Chriswell
February 12
Joseph Sagara
February 13
Ethelene Thompson

No February Anniversaries
February 18
Louise McGiboney
February 19
Kaitie Clark
February 20
Betty Burgin
February 26
Jake Chriswell
February 28
Cynthia Williams

Have we
missed your
Birthday or
Anniversary?
Be sure to call
the Church
Office
and let us
know.

Those Who Serve Us—February
February 3

February 10

February 17

February 24

Children’s Church

Carol Rodock

Nancy Penn

Jessica Wayne

Amy Standard

Nursery Volunteer

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers Needed

Sound

Mike Rodock—9:30
Don Underwood 11

Mike Rodock—9:30
Jonathan Dement 11

Mike Rodock—9:30
Larry Patrick—11

Mike Rodock—9:30
Larry Patrick—11

Bill
Tidwell

Bill
Tidwell

Bill
Tidwell

Bill
Tidwell

James Gardner
Randall Meadows

James Gardner
Randall Meadows

James Gardner
Randall Meadows

James Gardner
Randall Meadows

Secures Building
On Sunday
Cash Counters
Flowers for
Sanctuary

Peggy
Huff

Prayerful Requests: Doris Compton, Nikki Crowell, Amy Dement, Fran Enyart, James Gardner, Jerry Garner, Rita Hadaway,
Stefanie Houser, Joe Jackson, Dave & Betty Kincaid, Louise McGiboney, Sara Ann Meadows, Joe Paschal, Andy Peabody, Billy
Ragsdale, Rainwater family, Shirley Reichard, John & Pat Solomon, Bev & Don Stewart, Jason Tames, Fred Vick, Jerry
Williamson.
Shut ins: Weston Barnette, Willis & Jeanette Britt, Jack & Joan Gibson, Warren Kirkus, Harry & Cornelia Melton, Earline Seale,
Shirley Thomas, Ethelene Thompson, Ola Vaughn, Betty Wayne

Sun

3

Mon

4
Worship
9:30 & 11:00

Tue

5
Trustee
Meeting
6pm

6
PCLA
8-5
PCLA in Sanc
7-8pm
Karate Kids

10

11

12

18

19

Worship
9:30 & 11:00

PCLA
8-5

Karate Kids

24
Worship
9:30 & 11:00

25

26
PCLA
8-5
Karate Kids
Girl Scouts
6-8

Thu

7

Wed Night
Supper 5:30pm

PCLA
8-12

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Fabulous Jades
In FLC

Bible Study
6:15pm
13

PCLA
8-5
Girl Scouts
7-8
Karate Kids

Worship
9:30 & 11:00

17

Wed

14

15

No Su
PCLA
8-12

21
20
Wed Night
22
Supper 5:30pm

Bible Study
6:15pm
27
28
Wed Night
Supper 5:30pm
Bible Study
6:15pm

Fabulous Jades
In FLC

PCLA
8-12

Private Function
In FLC
Valentine Dinner
In FLC 6pm

22
PCLA
8-12

16

Fabulous Jades
In FLC

23

Salem United Methodist Church
3962 Salem Road
Covington, GA 30016
Return Service Requested

Dan Dixon, Pastor
Carol Standard, Asst. Pastor
Charles Ingram, Music Director
Annette Harmon, Church Administrator
Linda Schell, Organist
Pat Daniel, Pianist
Debbie Andrews, Nursery

www.salemumc.org
e-mail: salemumc@bellsouth.net
Phone: 770-786-6027
Fax: 770-786-6050

Food Barrels
No special skills required
Family Friendly Project
Please continue to collect and bring canned foods to
the church. The food pantries are always in need of
canned meat products.

BackPack Buddies
We are collecting food for
BackPack Buddies. We supply
nutritious food items for the
weekend for children who may
not have adequate food. Listed on the bulletin board
in the office hallway are the food items in individual
servings that are needed each week. There is a
container under the bulletin board to put your food
for Back Pack Buddies.

Family Promise
Family Promise is an organization in Newton and
Rockdale counties which is dedicated to helping
homeless children and their families find housing and
employment. Churches house these families
overnight for a week at a time. Children continue to
go to school and their parents attend a Day Center
where they search for jobs and learn other life and
parenting skills. It costs approximately $278 for a 2
week period for each family in Family Promise. Your
help is needed to fight homelessness in our
community The mailing address is: Family Promise of
NewRock, Inc., PO Box 81551, Conyers, Ga. 30013 or
donate online at HTTP://tinyurl.com/donatefpnr.

Women’s Shelter
Items that the ladies can use are facial
tissue, toilet tissue, and other personal
items. Please bring your items by the
church office and we will get them to
the shelter. As you are traveling,
please be sure to bring back any extra
toiletry items.

