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Salem (s� ´ · l� m)  
 
Geographical name — 1. A city of southern India southwest of Chennai 
(Madras), a trade center with an important textile industry. Pop: 366,712.; 2. A 
city of northeast Massachusetts northeast of Boston, founded in 1626, and site 
of witchcraft trials (1692) and of Nathaniel Hawthorne's House of the Seven 
Gables. Pop: 38,091; 3. The capital of Oregon, in the northwest part of the state 
on the Willamette River south-southwest of Portland, founded c. 1840, 
territorial capital in 1851 and state capital in 1859. Pop: 107,786; 4.  A town SE 
New Hampshire east of Nashua  Pop: 25,746; 5. A town west central Virginia 
west northwest of Roanoke Pop: 23,756. Higher Education — A college  in 
Winston-Salem, NC and founded by Moravians, an early Protestant 
denomination from central Europe, who believed that women deserved an 
education comparable to that given men begun as a school for girls in 1772, 
boarding school for girls and young women (1802), Salem Female Academy 
(1866), and finally, Salem College (1890).  Catholic— An abbey situated near 
the Castle of Heiligenberg, about ten miles from Constance, Baden (Germany), 
founded by Gunthram of Adelsreute (d. 1138) in 1136 during the reign of Pope 
Innocent II and Emperor Lothair.  Internet — a search that yields 3,540,000 
plus results.  Mathematics — A programming system for the simulation of 
systems described by partial differential equations.  Noun — peace, complete 
peace, perfect peace; commonly supposed to be another name of Jerusalem 
(Gen. 14:18; Ps. 76:2; Heb. 7:1, 2).  Naval — a Heavy Cruiser of the Des 
Moines class and the flagship of the US Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean and 
the Second Fleet in the Atlantic. Ordered by the US Navy on 14 June, 1943, 
USS Salem (CA 139) was laid down on 4 July, 1945 at the Bethlehem Steel 
Company's Quincy Yard in Quincy, MA, launched on 25 March, 1947, and 
commissioned at the Boston Navy Yard on 14 May, 1949. Although never 
firing her mighty guns in anger, her very presence served as a stimulus for 
peace during what came to be called the Cold War. Surname — rare: 1 in 
50,000 families; popularity rank in the U.S.: #6422) United Methodist — name 
of 128 churches in 28 states including one established in 1824 on the Conyers-
Porterdale Road (later renamed Salem Road) near the town of Covington, 
county of Newton, state of Georgia. 
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John Wesley was an ardent opponent of slavery. Many of the leaders of early American 
Methodism shared his hatred for this form of human bondage. As the nineteenth century 
progressed, it became apparent that tensions were deepening in Methodism over the slavery 
question. In this matter, as in so many others, Methodism reflected a national ethos because it 
was a church with a membership that was not limited to a region, class, or race. Contention over 
slavery would ultimately split Methodism into separate northern and southern churches.  
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“When her life on Earth had ended, this eulogy they did 
give.  This world is emptier because Iris died, but much 
fuller because Iris lived.”   
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The church wanted to renovate the parsonage while it was empty.  At that time it was 
located on the campground property on Salem Rd. and was replaced by a brick house in 
that same location.  The crew refinishing the beautiful pine floors failed to turn off the pilot 
light on the furnace, and there was an explosion that blew out the windows, cracked the 
furnace, and put a layer of soot on everything in the house.  A man on a ladder against the 
outside of the house said the ladder moved away from the house.  Also a colony of bats in 
the attic flew out.  Fortunately, no one was hurt, and the insurance company repaired and 
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cleaned the house at a cost of around $6000.  That was a lot of money in 1966, when 
minimum salary for a seminary graduate was only $4,500 per year.   
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